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affairs. We are sorry to mention the fact that they aro BO far reduced as to be barely able to obtain the necessa-j lies of life. This is indeed a hard lot, and we hope that the friends and admirers of Mr. Poe will come promptly to his assistance in his bitterest hour of need." l
Willis, who saw this notice, gave greater currency to the facts by an article in bis own paper, " The Home Journal," in which he made his friend's destitution the text of a plea for an authors' house of refuge. Poe, who felt humiliated by these disclosures, wrote an open letter to Willis, December 80, 1846, in which he tried hard to deny the actual misery of his condition, but only succeeded in forcing Ms pen to the guarded assertion that he had indeed been in want of money in consequence of his long illness, but that it was not altogether true that lie had materially suffered from privation beyond the extent of bis capacity for suffering. This labored statement, however, which is given in nearly his exact words, was soon afterwards privately acknowledged, in a letter to Mrs. Locke, of Lowell, who sent him some verses, and apparently followed them with more solid expressions of her interest, to be only an indulgence of: his natural pride, which impelled Him, he wrote, " to shrink from public charity, even at the cost of truth in denying those necessities which were but tpo mL" *
a month, however, all his new hopes and
